January 29, 2013 Weather Event

Photo Caption: Massive uprooted tree cracked concrete on Central
Avenue as a result of high winds on January 29, 2013

Photo Caption: Utility crews on Mynders Street near the University of
Memphis remove limbs and restore electricity January 30, 2013.
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Citizens endured a day of high drama when severe weather
swept across the MidSouth from noon until 6:00 a.m. January
29 – 30, 2013. Shelby County was included in the “moderate
risk” category by the National Weather Service’s Storm
Prediction Center. Unfortunately, NOAA weather radios were
malfunctioning for a short period of time early in the day.
Once repaired, continuous alerts warned of a wind advisory, a
severe thunderstorm watch and warning, a tornado watch, as
well as a flash flood watch and warning. The potential danger
of this powerful storm was enhanced because most of the
severe weather was forecast to occur after dark. Howling
winds and rains shrouded Shelby County until the wee hours
downing trees, causing minor flooding, and knocking out
power to 17,000 customers.
The Shelby County Office of Preparedness staff, under the
direction of Bob Nations, Jr., monitored the storm from the
Emergency Operations Center, until the threat had passed.

Photo Caption: A tree broken in half on Mullins Station Road

Tennessee Declares State of Emergency

The Tennessee Emergency Management Agency (TEMA)
declared a “State of Emergency” due to straight-line wind and
tornado damage on January 30, 2013.
The state Emergency Operations Center was activated to a
Level 3.

TOR:CON

Fans of the Weather Channel may have learned a new term
during the severe threat of January 29, “TOR:CON.” This
refers to the “Tornado Condition Index” of a region to help
predict the likelihood of a tornado developing within 50 miles
of the prediction area.
A “0” on the scale means there is a low chance of tornado and
an “8” means a very high probability of a tornado.
Tennessee was given rating of a “6” TOR:CON during this
weather event. In other words, our state had a 60% chance of
developing tornadoes.

February Is Earthquake Month – Shake Out!

The Shelby County Office of Preparedness, under the
direction of Bob Nations, Jr., urges citizens to learn what to do
before, during and after earthquakes during February,
Earthquake Awareness Month for Central U.S.
Due to our geographical location near the New Madrid
Seismic Zone, Shelby County is more vulnerable for a major
earthquake. During Earthquake Awareness Month, we are
reminded of the 1811 – 1812 “mega quakes” that would likely
measure 8.0+ magnitudes. These quakes were followed by
months of aftershocks that occurred near New Madrid, MO.
Changing the landscape, these historic quakes are said to
have caused the Mississippi River to flow backward and
created the mammoth crater that is now Reelfoot Lake.
The devastation a major quake would cause today in our
county would be phenomenal because of our increased
population, liquefaction, and the complications of a damaged
infrastructure.
One estimate from the Mid-America Earthquake Center
predicts that during a 7.7 magnitude quake, Tennessee would
have 265,000 damaged buildings, 1,050 damaged bridges,
709,000 power outages, 34,200 deaths with a
price tag of $69 billion.
You can be prepared for a quake!
The Shelby County Office of Preparedness
suggest you and your family learn what to
do before, during, and after an earthquake:

Before:
 Develop a communications plan with your family and
co-workers. Plan where to meet after the quake such
as in a clearing outside of the building, away from
power lines.
 Bolt bookcases and appliances to the studs. Install
latches on cabinets. Make a path from every room to
an exit.
 Have a disaster kit for home, work, and auto that will
sustain you, your family and pets for at least 7 days.
Make sure the kit is portable in case evacuation is
necessary.
 Stay informed with local media and the Shelby County
Office of Preparedness with NOAA All-Hazards radio
and ALERT FM
During:
Most deaths occur when victims attempt to run out of a
building and are hit by falling debris. Since there is no warning
for earthquakes, practicing what to do is your best protection.
It is recommended to use the “Drop, Cover, Hold” or “Duck,
Cover, Hold” maneuver.










DROP to the ground
COVER yourself. Get under a desk or table
HOLD on until the shaking stops!

If you are outside, move to a clear space away from
power lines, trees, and buildings.
If you are in a theatre, drop between the seat rows.
Use seatbacks as a shield. Don’t run!
If you are driving, slow down, pull over to the side of
the road and stop. Try not to stop under an overpass,
bridge, or power lines. Keep your seat belt on.
If you are in bed, stay there. Protect your head with a
pillow.
If you are in a high rise, Drop, Cover and Hold where
you are. Avoid windows. Do not use the elevators.
If you are in store, Drop, Cover and Hold. Stay away
from heavy shelves and glass.

For those with disabilities:
 Get to the floor in a seated position if possible. If not,
stand and hold on to the nearest stable object such as
a large chair.
 Protect your head and neck with your arms



If in a wheelchair, lock the wheels and remain seated.
Protect your head with your arms.

After:
 Expect aftershocks. After the shaking stops, put on
your personal protection equipment.
 Make your way out of the building, helping those who
may have disabilities.
 Stay away from power lines.
 If you smell gas, turn off the gas at the meter for you
and your neighbor.
 Do not light a match. If lights are on, leave them on. If
lights are off, leave them off.
 Be a buddy! Take care of your neighbors.

You, your family, and coworkers are invited to practice the
Drop, Cover, and Hold maneuver during the Great Central
U.S. Shake Out, February 7, at 10:15 a.m. Millions of
citizens will simultaneously use this life-saving maneuver
during this annual earthquake drill. To register for the Shake
Out, please visit www.shakeout.org. Also included on the
web site are resources to help guide you in your earthquake
scenario and safety tips.
For more information on earthquake history and safety
information visit www.cusec.org, www.ceri.org, and
www.fema.gov.
Photo Caption: Bob Nations, Jr., Director Shelby County Office of
Preparedness

Civil Affairs Drill

Photo Caption: Civil Affairs teams presented lessons learned at the end of
a day-long drill at the Shelby County Emergency Operations Center.
Kimberlyn Bouler, Office of Preparedness Planning Officer, far right sitting,
monitors their progress

The Shelby County Office of Preparedness invited soldiers
from the 431st Civil Affairs Battalion to the Emergency
Operations Center on January 5 to participate in an exercise
to enhance their communications skills during a disaster.
Kimberlyn Bouler, Office of Preparedness Planning Officer,
created and led the scenario that is all too familiar here in
Shelby County - major flooding.
She met with Ijpe DeKoe, Sergeant First Class, to discuss the
simulation and how his company could be involved in a similar
disaster and what training opportunities such a scenario could
present.
The scenario presented was a major flood in Millington.
Citizens and military personnel were trapped in their homes
and barracks in low lying areas awaiting rescue. Who had the
resources to help with rescue and who could then house
those in need? During the scenario, soldiers from Charlie and
Delta Company, 431st Civil Affairs Battalion, were called in to

assist with communications between citizens and local
government agencies.
Their mission was "to resolve issues between citizens and
government agencies....to be a liaison or go-between in
effective communications" when emergencies arise.
Army Civil Affairs battalions are trained to find quick solutions
for any situation they are faced with. At times they may need
to work with translators if there are language barriers. They
are attuned to keeping the peace with the ultimate goal of
helping to restore stability to the area.
The day-long event required "teams" to meet together with
Bouler and get frequent updates about the pretend flood.
They worked with her at the EOC to create sound solutions
for problems without the military taking over the operations.
After breaking for a late lunch of military-style MRE's (meals
ready to eat), participants gathered in the EOC for a "after
action review" to discuss what went well and what were some
opportunities for improvement.
DeKoe asked his teams to stand and report "lessons learned"
during the exercise. Some points mentioned from the
participants after the scenario wrapped up were:


introductions are important - get to know the players,
their name and their position



establish a knowledge base of the situation first, then
collect all the information you can by asking openended questions of those in charge



ask what is needed to help the crisis instead of
assuming you know what is needed



don't promise anything you can't deliver



be professional in dealing with cultures you don't
agree with

Bouler, after giving her input on their performance,
congratulated all the teams on their willingness to participate
in this important training exercise and said that their
"communications were outstanding!"

Preparedness Outreach:
National College of Bartlett

Photo Caption: Some of the students attending the National College of
Technology in Bartlett on January 31, 2013 show their HELP / OK signs.

Shelby County Office of Preparedness visited with 35
students enrolled in the National College of Technology in
Bartlett on January 31, 2013.
The students, reporting to Dr. Linda Payne, were given a
presentation about disaster preparedness to learn what to do
before, during and after a disaster. They were reminded of the
many unexpected scenarios that can happen here in Shelby
County that include flooding, earthquakes, major fires,
terrorism, ice storms, tornadoes and power outages.
During the event, the students recounted how they were
recently herded into an interior “storage room” at the college
on January 29 during the severe thunderstorm warning and
tornado watches. Many in the group bragged that they own a
weather radio and two of the students proudly stated they had
already started building a disaster kit.

Shelby County Citizen Corps

The Shelby County Citizen Corps Council, under the
leadership of Kimberlyn Bouler, Chairperson and Office of
Preparedness Planning Officer, will resume their mission in
mid February 2013.
The mission of Citizen Corps is to harness the power of every
individual through education, training, and volunteer service to
make communities safer, stronger, and better prepared to
respond to the threats of terrorism, crime, public health issues,
and disasters of all kinds.

Photo Caption: Eugene Jones, CERT Coordinator for the Shelby County
Office of Preparedness, teaching the Hazardous Materials CERT module to
the students at the University of Tennessee School of Nursing in late 2012.

Preparedness Training Opportunities:

SKYWARN Storm SpotterTraining, The Amateur Radio
Emergency Service (ARES) is sponsoring a National Weather
Service Skywarn Storm Spotter training class on March 26,
2013, 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m, at Lord of Life Lutheran Church,
6865 Poplar Pike, one block east of Kirby Parkway. The class
is free. Pre-registration is required. Contact: Joe Loenthal at
901.628.4318 or email wa40v0@gmail.com or Bill Stevens at
wc9s@att.net or call 901.603.3448.

Amateur “Ham” Radio Training to achieve the Technician
License (entry level) is offered by the Delta Amateur Radio
Club on February 11, 18 and 25 or March 4, 11, 18, Mondays
from 6:15 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. at the Lord of Life Lutheran
Church, 6865 Poplar Pike (one block east of Kirby Parkway).
The FCC exam is $15 to be given on the 5th night of class. It
will take 10 to15 hours of outside study to pass the FCC
exam. No charge for the class. The ARRL Ham Radio License
Manual Second Edition book is $30. Pre-registration is
required. Email name, email address and cell phone number
to Joe Loenthal wa4ovo@gmail.com or call 901.628.4318.

Germantown CERT: Fire Department, January 27 @ 7:00
p.m., January 28 and February 4, 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.,
Contact srhea@germantown-tn.gov or call 901.757.7203.

Shelby County Office of Preparedness CERT: 1075 Mullins
Station Road, Memphis, February 16 and 23, 8:00 a.m. – 4:30
p.m. Contact citizencorps@shelbycountytn.gov, or call
Eugene Jones at 901.515.2525.

Bartlett CERT: 5868 Stage Road, February 16 and 23, 8:00
a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Email ljenkins@cityofbartlett.org.

Collierville CERT: 1251 Peterson Lake, March 1, 2, 3,
Contact: ssumner@ci.collierville.tn.us or call 901.457.2400.

Lakeland CERT: 4523 Canada Road, Lakeland, March 7 –
April 25, eight 2-hour sessions. Contact Claude Talford at
901.867.2717.

Threat and Risk Assessment , March 26 and 27, 8:00 a.m.
– 4:00 p.m., 1074 Mullins Station, Memphis. Contact Shannon
Towery, Office of Preparedness at 901.515.2525 or email
shannon.towery@shelbycountytn.gov or call 979.458.2764.

Anti-Terrorism for First Responders, May 15, 7:45 a.m. –
5:00 p.m., 830 Old Highway #51 North, Nesbit, MS, email
Captain Lee A Valvi at Lcalvi@desotocountyms.gov.

For more information about preparedness training, please call
901.515.2525 or email: Citizencorps@shelbycountytn.gov.

Mississippi River at Memphis

Photo Caption: The coast guard trolls a foggy Mississippi River at
Memphis January 30, 2013.

According to the National Weather Service, as of 12:00 p.m.
January 31, 2013, the Mississippi River at Memphis measures
15.15 feet. Flood stage is 34 feet.
Historical crest for the Mississippi River was recorded on
February 10, 1937 measuring 48.70 feet. An historic low for
the river was measured at -10.7 on July 10, 1988.
For more information, please visit: www.nws.org.
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Preparedness Resources
Shelby County Office of Preparedness: 901.515.2525,
www.staysafeshelby.us
Shelby County Citizen Corp (email):
citizencorps@shelbycountytn.gov
Shelby County, TN: www.shelbycountytn.gov
Ready Shelby: www.readyshelby.us
Shelby Cares: email Terry.Donald@shelbycountytn.gov
Shelby County Office of Preparedness Storm Shelter
Registry: email Kimberlyn.bouler@shelbycountytn.gov
ALERT FM: www.alertfm.com
AccuWeather: www.accuweather.com
American Heart Association : www.heart.org
American Radio Relay League: www.arrl.org
Center for Disease Control: www.cdc.gov
Center for Earthquake Research and Information (CERI)
www.ceri.memphis.edu
Citizen Corps: www.citizencorps.org
Department of Homeland Security: www.dhs.gov
Emergency 2.0 Wiki Accessibility Toolkit: :
www.emergency202wiki.org
Federal Emergency Management Agency: www.fema.org
FEMA Text Messages: text PREPARE 43362 (4FEMA)
Memphis Light Gas and Water: www.mlgw.com,
901.544.6549, Outages: 901.544.6500
National Flood Insurance Program: www.floodsmart.gov

National Fire Protection Assoc. www.nfpa.org
National Hurricane Center: www.nhc.noaa.gov
Next of Kin Registry: www.nokr.org
NOAA National Weather Service: www.weather.gov
NOAA Hurricane: www.hurricanes.noaa.gov
Ready TN: www.tn.gov/homelandsecurity/getready.shtml
Ready America: www.ready.gov
ROAD CONDITIONS:




Tennessee: 1.877.244.0065
Mississippi: 1.888.728.4218
Arkansas: 1.800.245.1672

Salvation Army: www.salvationarmyusa.org
United States Geological Society: www.usgs.gov
Weather Bug: www.weatherbug.com
Weather Channel: www.weather.com
Wunderground: www.wunderground.com
Emergency: call 911

Shelby County Office of Preparedness
HLS/EMA
Bob Nations, Jr., Director
901.515.2525
www.staysafeshelby.us







Know Your Risks
Get a Kit
Make a Plan
Stay Informed
Be a Buddy

